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Under the ef ror, which is os 
aur megitations, it would have much alleviated 
my own. affliftion, bad I been better. capable of 
relieving yours. But I need myſelf that confer. 
lation which I wiſh to communicate, and = 
bow unequal I am to- the office, which in ty: 
ind gratitude, I am confirained-to undertake. 
' Fraifting however in your candor, and humbly. 
iabring Divine Help, T vill a youre 


kt 5 
10 B 225 77. 
But Man dith A oy; yea, mongiveth 
. up the ghoft, and W N 
„ 


- AN, 3 to every r „N him, 
8 is a wonderful compound of an immortal, 
intelligent ſpirit, and an earthly corruptible 1 
The union of principles ſo different in their nature, 
and properties, contains to us, an inexplicable myfe' 
tery but reaſon and conſciouſneſs aſſure us of the 
fact, and ſacred ſcripture often aſſerts, and always 
takes it for granted, This union might, and had man 
11 1 B preſerved 


f 


N 

| 4 2 1 
preſerved his | innocence, no doubt, would have prov- 
ce of pred happineſs; but in com 
: e che diforder with ic bin hath infecte 
the human frame, it is no become a 
affliction; and a — münture of what is great 
ang little runs: thgough. the hiſtory of man. By: means 
of the body, we are allicd to this” world, and ſtand 
upon a level with the meaneſt creatures ound us, 
partake of the like infirmities, are ſubject to the ſame 
animal wants and ſufferingg, and ſhall ſoon be redu- 
ced, f in'-appearance-at-Jeaft, to the ſame humbling, 
arid hopeleſs ſtate of putrefaction. But by the ſpi- 
ritual, and ſuperior part of our nature, we are placed 
at the head of this viſible creation, are allied to An- 
gels, apd to God himſelf. 


Ihe affecting deſcription which is given us in our 

text, reſpects the former of theſe principles; the en- 
quiry, that is founded upon it, the latter I will 
make a few. reflections upon bosb, and then direct 
your thoughts to the practical improvement of the 
ſubject, and the much lumegzed occaſion of the 1 1 
ſent aſſembiy. 


1. Let us briefly 3 the Acing deſcription 
which is here given us of man, in his outward aſpect, 
and ſo far. as the material and corruptible part of his 
adden is 1 1 _ _ wow 
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This is a melancholy and humbling ſubje& of con- | 
templation; but 1 it is ſuited to the preſent. current of 


our thoughts, and what is of more 1 it 
will ery be realized in ourſelyes. ah 


Ao waſelb away and 45 2th. Some critics tranſ- 
poſe 1 the words thus; ſuppoſing they are deſigned to 
expreſs the languor and decay that uſually precede 
death, rather than the diſſolution and diſperſion of the 
body, which are the conſequences of it. And it is ac- 
knowledged, there are other paſſages,® where the ſame 
liberty muſt be taken. Nor can there be any diſpute 
concerning the juſtice of the ſentiment ; we ſee it con- 
finually realized in the world. The human body, 
like a frail building, uſually ſhakes, before it falls 
A. general appearance of weakneſs and decay, is diſ- 
cernable through the whole frame, and every paſſen- 
ger can foreſee, ihat it will not ſtand long, The 
ſeveral bonds by which it is held together, are grad - 
ally looſened and impaired ; one ſhack weakens it to- 
day, another to· marrow, and each renders it leſs ca- 
pable of bearing any future injury, till at length it 
falls into total ruin. Thus man waſteth away ; his 
ſpirits ſink, his appetite fails, a languid paleneſs hangs 
upon his countenance, ſomething, is amiſs, he knows 
not what; preſently the diſorder makes it appearance, 
it acquires ſtrength, diffuſeth itſelf through the whole 
frame, impairs eyery power, and. bids defiance to 
. every remedy , the danger now becomes imminent, 
ſurrounding friends are full of anxious diſtreſs for the 

1 
Ses partigularly Exod, xvi, 20, — — 2 Judge 21. 


. 
5 | conſequence; © with to afford relief, but ali! it 


3s not in their power; neither tears, bor prayers can 


procure a remedy, or a reſpite ; the feeble mortal 
languiſheth a while, under the weight of his accu- 
mulating complaints, till nature, exhauſted of its 
5 ſtrength, can ſupport the conflict no longer, and he be- 
comes an caly prey to the king of terrors. In this flow 
and gradual manner, doth that mighty congyeror ſome. 
times make his approach : at others indeed he ſeizes 
by ſurpriſe. The earthly building Juddenly falls, and the 
ſpiritual inhabitant is forced to remove without any 
previous warning. But be the manner what it will, 
the « event itſelf is certain and unavoidable. The 40 
return to the earth as it was. *® |. 
.. Mandieth and waſteth away. We may more pro- 
Perly take the words in this order, and the truth they 
+, contain is a univerſal one: It applies to man as ſuch, 
and admits of no exception, from the prince who has 
= the lives of others: at his diſpoſal, to the peaſant and the 
beggar who can hardly. provide for the ſupport of their 
own. The word tranllated nan, F in the firſt clauſe of 
our text, carries with it the idea of ſtrength and pow- 
er; it is particularly applied to perſons of diſtinguiſhed 
note and eminence ; to intimate, no doubt, that let 
a man's rank and circumſtances be "whatever they 
will, whether his ſuperiority above others ariſeth Per 
the internal vigour of his mind, the firmneſs of his 
bodily conſtitution, or any external advantages f in 
- life; he is not above, but ſubject to the ſame law of 
n with meaner e 1 * moſt die out of 
the 


ke n . 


13 7 

1 che world as berteixly as e eume imo it. The hiftory 
Bf all paſt ages, the conſciouſneſs of what we often 
Feel in ourſelves, and the obſervation of hat ually 
-paſeth in he world around us hold up this truth in 
conſtant view; and the frequent and painful wiſit 
make to the graves of our friends, bring ĩt home ſo 
to our on bofoms. Our fathers, here 
2 and a do N Wann 


And as it is impellible 10 a fo it is 
equally impoſſible to avoid its conſequences. If a 
an die ſnall he live again ff The queſtion con- 
'xains its own anfwer. Cettainly no, at draſt not in 
this world, whatever his proſpects are for another. 
Min waſteth away. - The Hebrew word 4 ſignifies, 
to be weakened and impaired beyond all expectation 
of recovery. Such is the ruinous and hopeleſs ſtate 
to which death reduceth the body. The vital prin- 
eiple which uſed to animate it, withdraws its influ- 
_ Ence, and returns no more. The countenance that 
once cheared us with its ſmiles, looks ghaſtly and 
 fottorn the active limb lies ſtiff and motionleſs; and 
the well contrived and beautiful fabric wears a de- 
formity that excites abhorrence, where it never failed 
before to inſpire delight; we contemplate for a fem 
moments the awful ruins; but in pure pity and -affec- 
tion to ourſelves, are ſoon glad to bury the dead our 
of our fight. The ſame Almighty power chat did at 
flirſt create, could reanimate and reftore the diſordered 
| Fane, W 
Zech. i. 12. + Job xiv. 14. 1 vor. 


1 t WT 
i it Uh more than its former beauty and vigor. 


But this is a hopeleſs expectation. We therefore 
commit the dear remains of our friends to the ſilent 


tomb, with a full aſſurance, that we ſhall never in 


this world fee their faces any more. In this reſpect, 
(Job obſerves, in the verſes preceding the text,) that 
the ſtate of man is more humiliating than that of the 
vegetable creation. For there is hope of a tree, 
jf it be cut down, that it will ſprout again, and 
that the tender branches thereof will not ceaſe, 
Though the root thereof wax old in the earth, and 
a the ſtock thereof die in the ground; yet, through 
the ſcent of water it will bud, and bring forth 
„ boughs like a plant.” But it is not ſo with man, 
tliere is more hope of a tree than of him. For, as 
4 the waters fail from the ſea, and the flood decay- 
eth and Urieth up,“ as they ſink into the earth, 
or aſcend into clouds, and cannot be collected in the 
ſame place again, ſo man (ſaith Job, ver. xi, xii.) 


s lieth down and riſeth not, till the heavens be no 


s more, they ſniall not awake, nor be raiſed out of 
their ſleep“ Tua man giveth up the ghoſt, expires, 
is laid in the grave, moulders to duſt, and is ſeen no 


more: Here end the glories of the world, and the 


men who have their portion in it: and to an eye of 
ſenſe, here terminate the hiſtory and exiſtence of 
man. All that remains to appearance, of the greateſt 
monarch, the wiſeſt politician, the deareſt friend af- 
ter death, is a breathleſs corpſe; and that, by degrees, 
mingle with, and cannot be diſtinguiſhed from com- 
* ra But ſhall we an an — confidence 

| in 


3 | 
in our ſenſes? Doth che reaſonable conſeious 0 
ple within, ſhare the ſame fate as the body? When 


the earthly tabernacle falls, is the ſpiritual inhabitant 
overwhelmed in its ruins ?- Shall truth-agd-goodneſs, 
faith and piety, meekneſs and love lie buried in the 
duſt? And can we entertain no pleaſing hope of 
meeting the uſeful member of ſociety, the beloved 
relative, the faithful teacher, and the affeQionate 
friend any more? The queſtion ptopoſed in the text 
is an intereſting one. Where now I pray you * 
man that bore theſe amiable ere 


u. Let us purſue 7 inquiry. 


Where is he? Not 3 we uſed to re him, This 
is our affliction. In vain do we ſeek his counſel and 
company in his own houſe, or the advantage of his 
public ſervices (where once it was his greateſt de- 
light to be,) in the houſe of God. The happy hours 
of ſocial and religious intercourſe are paſt, never in 
this world to be renewed again, for the places that 
formerly knew him, ſhall know him no more. 


But, I am further to add, neither is he loſt and 
periſhed in the grave. This is our conſolation. The 
very nature and qualities of the ſoul forbid every 
ſuch gloomy apprehenſion. A ſimple and active, an 
intelligent and conſcious ſpirit, diſſolved like-a mate - 
rial corruptible body] a principle endowed with ſuch 
c exalted powers, reduced to duſt. and- i _ 

| | reaſon 


nt J 1 
NE We" EA FRI the thought... And the: 
properties which-are.cfiential. to the ſoul of man, are 
 e&-abhorrent to all ideas of annihilazion-as of diſſolu- 
tion. It may be debaſed and degraded. by its own. 
dia and fally, may loſa that rank. in being, for which 
af oontempꝑt to others, and the miſerable prey of its 
on bitter te ſlections: hut though thus fallen from 
what it once was, and from what it might till have 
been, the ſoul of wan is of far too high an origin, 
and endowed with capacities which diſęover too much 
wiſdom and goodneſs in the Almighty former, to 
admit the ſuppoſition of its being buried in eternal 
oblivion. - If the queſtion (ſaith the great Mr. 
7 Howe,) were put, wherefore did God make man? 
* Who would not be aſhamed. thus to anſwer it, he 
made him to eat and to drink, to gather up wealtk 
for he knows not wha, to uſe his invention, that 


_  %. each one may become a talk and wonder to the 


reſt: and then, when he has fetehed a few turns 
upon the theatre, and entertained the eyes of ſpoc · 
tators with a ſhort ſcene. of impertinencies, de- 
« ſcend, and never be heard of more. What, that 
* he ſhould. come into the world, furniſhed with 
* fſuch powers and-endowments: for this! it were 2 
* like caſe, as if one ſliguld be clad in ſearlet to ge 
to plougb, or be curiouſiy inſtructed in arts and 
<. ſciences to tend hogs*,”” And do the uſeleſt and 
profane, the ſolſiſu and ſenſual farvive the grave 2 
Aud ſhall men of real worth and. integrity be. loſt 


N : chere! 
5 » How's Works, vol I. p. 441. 


„4 
| Mite? are thoſe bright and ſhining. lights, which 
once ſhed far and wide their refreſhing influence upon 

che world, ſuddenly put out in datkneſs, never to 
riſe any more! Or change the ſuppofition: doch a 
courfe of labdrious fervice and fi uſfering 1 in the cauſe | 
of religion and mankind, lead. to the. ſame difgrace- 
ful iſſue with a courſe of ſim and folly ? ſhall the mah 
whoſe life was a public bleſſing, lie down in the 
grave and periſn together with the wtetch that was 

à curfe to all about him! will the Holy and Omni- 
ſeient Governor of the world, never make any future 
diſtinction between them! “ ſhall the righteous be 
as the wicked?!” * Whoſe heart dot not revolt at 
the gloomy idea? And what a dark ſcene of impe- 
netrable myſtery, upon this ſuppoſition, doth the 
world and the government of it preſent to our view ? 
* If the world (faith the fore-mentioned writer+) be 
* not looked upon as a tiring room to dreſs one's 
'« ſelf in for an appearance vpon the eternal ſtage; 
but only as a great charnel-houſe, where they un- 
< dreſs and gut off themſelves to fleep in eternal 
«© darkneſs; How can we think it worth a thought, 
or to be the ſubject of any rationat defign or care ? 
T*may add, or What ane argument of conſolation, 
can the moſt inventive mind adminiſter for our ſup- 
port, at the grave ef our chriſtian friends? Our grief 
could not ell exceed the accafion, if our proſpects 
for them, and for ourſelves terminatod there. But 
vleſſed ve Oed, though dr ſorrow, © « we ſorrow not. 
Wh n e 
One 

gen. WWI. 25, + Vol, I. : 442 1 Thefl. iv, 13. 
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Our own-reaſon and underſtanding, (from. conſi- 
(ering the. perfeaions of God, and the make. and 
7 Powers of the human mind) aſſure us, that the whole 
of man doth not periſh at death. There muſt be 
ſome after-ſtate, where that which is material and 
incorruptible in our frame, will live again; where 
_ every preſent appearance of inequality in the methods 
of Divine, Providence to good men and bad, ſhall 
be recti fed, and both ſhall be treated agreeable to 
their different charscters. But where, and bow the 
departing ſpirit ſubliſts when removed. out of tho 
body; in what manner it is employed; with, what 
SHompany it is aſſociated, and what are the nature 
And duration of its enjoyment or ſufferings z theſe 
= Hmmm 


. e e afford on in. 
. The valley of the 
| ſhadowof.death is a land of darkneGs.; the eye cannot 
diiſcern, po of all the: multitudes who. travel that 
vay, have any returned to tell us what paſſeth there, 
or what lies beyond. We fee, with. an evidence that 
Vounds us to the heart, the ſad devaſtion which death 
makes in the boglies of our friends ; we follow them 
To the ſilent grave, and ſtand. weeping over it;] but 
mortal ſight. cannot carry us a ſtep further. An im- 
FPenetrable vail ſeparates the viſible from the inviſible 
world. — Fm mand 
fe wut lies within, - | 


i 


Ln 1 
| We all the potiti Autos f Use abt Wass 
what they khew concerning the matter, and tutn 
ovet the writings of ingenious poets, and Jearhed = 
ſages for information; the pleaſing fiftions of the 
former, will entertain a man at eaſe, and ſerve o 5 
delude our time, whilſt eternity is conſidered as at 4 
great diſtance; but when the approach of death, = 
ther our own, or, that of our friends, renders . FE 
ſtantial conſolation neceſſary ro ſupport in the wys 
ful proſpect, the'pleafing imagery of a Iuxuriant fat 3 
cy, or groundleſs fables, however artfully cotitrived,; 
will not anfwet the purpoſe. | l 
and painful for fuch remedies to heit ot ag, 


Nor enn reaſon itſelf, in its moſt improved * 
comtibute much to our relief. The inquiſitive phi- | 
loſopher- will tell us indeed, (though not without © 
ſome appearance of doubt and heſſtation) that there 
is another world after this; but as for what's thanſ- f 
acted there; the particular ſtate of its inhabiratits, 

the nature, ingredients, and duration of their enjoys" E 
ments or ſufferings; to theſe intereſting inquirics, 3 
his moſt diligent reſearches can return no clear and” 
deciſive anſwer. The views which the beſt Heathen 
Writers entertained of the world to come, eſpecially * 
thoſe of them who flouriſhed befbte the Chiti 
Ata, were fo confined, obſcure, and inconlifteſlty* 
they were formed upon ſuch uncertain evidenss - ., 
mingled with: fo many miſtakes, and applied to * 
nmitle e in life; this if they prove Yo ar 

| | 77 t ** . 


F * 

they 6 . W 2 

and evidence was neceſſary ; eſpecially when we con- 

| ſider ourſelves as guilty creatures, expoſed to a ſet- 

| ence of death and condemnation, from which no- 
| 3 a. ee grind mercy: FA 


p b — 
* 
* * 


aſt ee eee EE IF 
ee himſelf, for the certain knowledge 
Gwen Intereſting [ſcenes - that will open upon us 
when we arrive there; and chis knowledge he has in 
great mercy communicated by the. Goſpel of his 
Son. Here, as in a map, we may trace the deparc- 
ing ſpirit, through the ſeveral ſtages of its important 

- Journey, till it arrives at its laſt unchangeable. abode. 

Abbe different ſtates to which men are aſſigned in the 
rother world, according to the. reſpective characters 
they ſupported. i in this ; the manner in which they are 

. Teceiyed and rreared by their final Judge ; their future 

...employments, enjoyments and ſufferings, .. are here 
diſcloſed to our view, with a clearneſs and evidence, 
ich are ſufficient to enlighten the underſtanding of 
che, moſt illiterate perſons, and to convince the moſt. 

captious,. Guided by the light which Revelation 
© enſtupen the awful ſubject, we ſee the wicked. un- 
villingly quitting the body, and entering, with terror 
And deſpair, the wretched abodes, where other guilty 
> dh like chemſelves are confined, waiting: together 
in dreadful expectation, the judgment and condemna- 
be ed But 1 draw a vail over the 
gloomy 


41 
gloomy prof; pect. Bleſſed be God, the death which 
we are now lamenting, turns our r thoughts into a quite 
different channel. "00 1 


* + nd 


"Some ud ded: 5 are, ck an 
8 mind would be glad to learn, concerning 
the ſtate of departed ſaints, about which Revelation 
itſelf is rorally ſilent, and which therefore we may 
be ſure it is of no importance for us to know; What 
the ſoul feels in the laſt ſtruggles of nature, or 
whether it is conſcious to any painful feelings at all > 
when the connection is. diſſolved with the body, 
whether the ſpiritual inhabitant inflantly finds icſelf 
in a ſtate of reſt and enjoyment, or whether it 
advances gradually towards it; if the latter, how it 
knows its way thither, or, whether ſome guardian 
Angel, perhaps, ſome beloved friend is appointed 
| as its convoy, and on the delightful journey kindly 
inſtructs the willing traveller in the nature, and laws 
of chat happy ſtate to which he is going; theſe 

| inquiries and others of a ſimilar. kind (which are 
curious, rather than intereſting at preſent) revelation 
= di" not attempt to anſwer. It is of more importance 
to kndw, and this I think it clearly teaches us, that 
good men when ab/ent from the body are immediately 

preſent with the Lord, not reduced from a courſe of 
; diſtinguiſhed ſervice in this world, to the ſame uſeleſs 
Condition with the body in the grave; then, the 
queſtion, where arè they? would open a ſource of 


| _ painful contemplation. The Ls returns an 


anſwer 
pes 22 Corich. 5 | 


5 
anſwer that is fol! of comfort; "oy are admitted t to 
dwell with Chriſt in Paradiſe, a Rate of conſum- 
mate innocence and reſt ; where the curſe which inn 
bad brought upon the world, and all the ſad con- 
| ſequenices'of it are compleatly removed; where they 


become the joyful ſpectators of his 2 are allowed 

to maintain intimate and delightful communion with 
him, pay their grateful homage i in his preſence, and 
Participate of his glory. It was the hope of being 
with Chriſt, not ſinking into a [tate of total inſenſi- 
bility about him, which the zealous Apoſtle of the 

Gentiles preferred to a longer continuance in his 
ſeryice upon earth. + And what can fo effectually 
reconcile us to the death of our pious friends, as the 
hope that they are poſſeſſed of this felicity. T 0 
his Faithful care, who has the keys of death and the 
- inviſible world, 4 they often committed themſelves 


5 when living, and into his hands they chearfully 


reſigned their departing ſpirits. He has accepted | 
the charge, has taken them under his immediate 
protection, received them into thoſe ſecure and l 
peaceful manſions which his grace hath provide 
for all that maintain their fidelity unto death; and 
; being waſhed from their ſins in his blood, he will, 
. as their great Lord and Head, in due time preſent 
them, together with all his redeemed ſervants out of 
| every age, a grand and numerous aſſembly of per- 
fected ſpirits, cloathed in glorified bodies, before 
the throne of the Father with unutterable joy. In 
the mean while, we are taught to believe that true 

| » Luke ii. 43. + 1. 1 23. | 1 Rev. l. 26. 


(15 ] 
Chviftians, immediately upon their diſmiMon from 
this life, are canveyed: not to ſeparate ſtates. of hap. 
pineſs; but to the. great and honourable conver 
tion of juſt men made perfect; are admitted to partici- 
pate in their friendſhip and converſe, aſſociated in 
"the ſame exalted cmployments, freed from every 
Interruption of fin and forrow, - of danger and 
temptation ; and finally, that in this ſtate of perfe& 
ſecurity and reſt, they are now waiting and wiſhing 
for the arrival of their fellow fervants ; in joyful _ 
expectation of the general reſurrection, an honourable 
and public acquittal in the day of ſolemn account, 
and the glorious conſummation of all their hopes 
. an che 
4 Lamb for ever. | 


n The time n allow me n : 


into the ſeveral parts of this animating ſubject ; that 


muſt be reſerved for your own private meditations : 
Wr 


| 1, What a Mladen aſſembly of great and FEA 
men doth that world contain, to which the Chriſtian 
is conveyed after death! there, all who ever lived 
and died in the fear of God, and the faith of Jeſus, 
are united together, and rejoice and triumph in each 
others felicity, What mutual congratulations paſs 
upon every freſh acceſſion to their. number! How 
many whom we once knew and loved upon earth, 
2 and what abun- 
TI dant 


3 


| | _  \rallled' home,to report the n manner in which his meſſage 


* a 
15 n mercy of God * 

_Chiift, Jeſus, for the hope that we ourſelves ſhalt 
dne day, 2 "7 Ag . e E 
| e | | 


ot . Under the affition we. Luffer aki 
our Oe 
e Id DIRT CUTE AIDE Pak 


tes loſs i is great; bur che inquiry in our text FRY 
* abundant conſolation i let us purſue it upon the 
Preſent ſorrowfiil occaſion. Where ow is the faith- 
ful paſtor and friend, whoſe departure out of life 
has turned this houſe of God into a houſe of mourn- 
ing? True indeed, we ſhall ſee his. face, and ſhall 
hear his voice on earth no more. But though invi- 
fable to mortal ſight, and incapable of holding any 
friendly intercourſe with us; he is not loſt in the grave 
never to riſe again. His maſter and ours, who had a 
right in him which we have often acknowledged, has 
taken him to himſelf. The faithful embaſſador is 


was treated, and to receive the reward of his fide- 
| lity in delivering it. That breathleſs corpſe which 
we lately committed to the filent tomb, is but the 


ruin of che earthly tabernacle in which he once dwelts 


4 the worn - out garment with which for a while he 
v decently cloathed. Let not then our mournful 
_reftetions hover about the grave ; he is not there; 
bor aſcended to x world far better ſuired 1 


„ 


than that which he hath left ; ĩs engaged in eren 
far ſuperior o any in which he was ever employed 
before; has rejoined a glorious train of bleſſed ſpirits 
like himſelf, « of whom the world was not worthy; 
eſcaped every trial and. infirmity under which he 
once laboured and what,we lament as our aflliction, 


” , 


„ *. 
enn, . 


be 6 
— be expreſſed in offices of perſonal kindneſs, 
vent itſelf in thankfulneſs, that they are no longer 
needed, and that our loſs proves his gain. This will 
be an evidence of diſintereſted eſteem; and it is what. 

duty as well as friendſhip demands from us. We 
have no pretence for mourning, but on our own ac- 
count, on his, in every view, we ought. to rejoice. 
He is, where he had long, and above every thing 
elſe. wiſhed to be, and where, if departed ſaints are 
capable of obſerving what paſſes amongſt their ſur- 
viving friends, he is ardently wiſhing for, and will 
aſſuredly congratulate our arrival. Wherefore, 
* enen one anocher with theſe were” 25 


e ee d e 60 be ſaid to „ Wülgate our 
forrow, nature will regret an affliction that makes 


to wide a breach: upon our comfort, and in which 
we have ſo many fellow ſufferers. Nor let our tears 


5 deere W 2 nan it 9 
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. x 
biedmes us to mourn vader ſuch a ſtroke: only, 
atpidlt our r ſorrows let us Hot forget o our r hopes. 


To vindicate our concern upon this melancholy 

occaſion, it will be expected that I ſay ſomething 
concerning the character and death of our departed 
Friend. And though 1 ſhould willingly be excuſed 
from ſo painful an office; yet as an inſtahce of be- 
coming reſpect to his memory, I ſubmit to it; and 
he rather, as the recollection of his worth, while it 
revives the remembrance of our oſs, will, at the 
fartte time, ſerve to excite our gratitude to the great 
Lord and head of the chen, for OE him ſo 
long among! us. 3 0 [1 


The Rev. Mr. Pickard deſcended 1 How a fide & 
Pious anceſt6rs? his parents were perſons of exem- 
plary ſeriouſneſs, and lived in great reſpe& and re- 
putation, at Alceſter, where he himſelf was born the 
3d of December, Auno Domini 1714. By the bleſſing 

of God, on their falutary inſtructions, the firſt dawn- 
ing of that truly excellent temper appeared early in 
life, which has ſince ſhone with ſo bright a luſtre in 
the world. Being always intent upon the ſacred 
office, he ſoon began to lay in a ſtock of furniture 
for it. His grammar learning he received in the fa- 
Milly of the Rev. Mr. Broadhurſt, at Birmingham; 
and his accademical-ſtudies he began under the tuition 
-of the Rev. Mr. Fleming, at Stratford upon Avon, 
— with Mr. Arber in 3 During 
| © th this 
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1 
is period. of life, (when the vivacity of youth. i is in 
danger of running into actions, that lay a foundation 
for painful reflection in after years) his. ſerious, 
obliging, and exemplary conduct gained him univer- 
ſal reſpect, eſpecially where he was beſt known, in 
his native country. As a proof of this, upon Mr. | 
Fleming's removal from Stratford, Mr. Pickard was 
Choſen as his ſucceſſor by the congregation of Pro- 
| teſtant Diſſenters in that place. But his ſtirling abi- 
lities, the i improvement which he had made in ſound 
knowledge, and the amiable temper and character 
which he diſcovered, were too diſtinguiſhed to be 
long confined. in ſp private a {tuation, After ſpend- 

ing about two years ang a half at Stratford, he re- 
Ceweived and accepted an invitation, to take the charge 
of a congregation in Court Yard, near Long Lane, 
in Southwark, In this connection he continued till 
the latter end of the year 1 746, when he Was choſen 
ro aſſiſt your late worth paſtor, the Rey. Mr. New- 
man, after whoſe deceaſe he was elected paſtor. in 


January 1759, and on the 1oth of February in the 
| following year, ſole paſtor 0 of this Chriſtian church. 


And in — * manner he has beliaved among you, 
during a courſe of more than thirty years, how holy 
and unblameable, and with what. ardent 2eal for the 
advancement of your belt intereſt, ye yourſelves well 
Know, and will long gratefully remember, as upon 
all occafians you have been ready to teſtify: nor is 

t r ſmall alleviation of the loſs you now ſuſtain, that 
D 2 the 


* 20 1 . 
4 Pagen you formed &f hl worth, has obrained 
the general ſuffrage. Few men have paſt through 
life with more deſerved reputation and reſpect, or 
have left at death more fincere mourners behind 
them. Nor can we wonder at the high eſteem in 
Wich he was held, when we think of the undiſſem- 
'bled piety and devotion, the diffifive benevolence 
and goodneſs of his heart. A man muſt be unjuſt 
and cruel, who doth not behave frieridly to him that 
conſiders none as his. enemies, but * ner are ſo 
to religion irſelf. 1 ä 


"The feelings of his heart were n best 


| ths by long exerciſe and ſelf-diſcipline, he had ac- 


quired fo excellent a command over them, that they 
feldom run, upon the moſt trying occaſions, into 
any exceſs, unleſs it were thoſe feelings which are of 
the tender and ſympathetic kind; theſe, when they 
failed of affording that raef to .Others, which he 
wiſhed to communicate, often became too painful to 
himſelf. From this particular, next to the devotion 
of his temper, the character of our deceaſed friend 
took its prevailing tincture. You of this congrega- 
tion will never forget how he was afflicted in all your 
afflictions, with what tenderneſs he adminiſtered 
counſel and conſolation to thoſe who needed it, and 
how deſirous he was upon every occaſion, to lighten 


5 * onde which he Gould not remove. 


Few 


* 


al 
pe miniſters, I belldve; 88 u kippior why: of 
conducting themſelves among the people of their 
charge. There was ſomething'im his manner and 
eonverſation which inſenſibly won reſpe&t and con- 
fidence, eſpecially with young pevple, to whom, 
from the beſt deſire of engaging their hearts early in 
the ſervice of religion, before the ſhares of the world 
had prepoffeſſed them againſt it, he paid a peculiar 
attention. He was indeed a watchful ſhepherd to 
-all the flock of which the chief ſhepherd had made 
bim an overſeer; and it would have been ſtrange, 
if the Chriſtian benevolence of his heart, which took 
fo large a compaſs in the world, had not expreſſed 
_ Rf by a more than ordinary concern for the im- 
provement of thoſe, whoſe welfare he conſidered 
' himſelf as bound to purſue, by the ties of duty and 
gratitude to them, by the love he owed to his Divine 
Maſter, and the defire of appearing with comfort 
before him in the great day of account. Theſe were 
evidently the leading ſprings of his conduct; and 
hence it became conſiſtent and exemplary. He was 
always received and treated as a Minifter of religion : 
the reaſon was, he appeared under no borrowed title, 
but always preſerved the character uniform hinfelf, 
I never ſaw him in his moſt chearful moments, ex- 
ceed the bounds which the ſtricteſt ſanctity required; 
the great objects of his office ſtill appeared upper⸗ 
moſt in his thoughts. And, in humble imitation of 
8 Divine n he went about doing good. 


As 


t e 
As it was 11 happineſs to excel moſt in thoſe 
1 which were beſt ſuited to the nature of his 


office, it is no wonder that he took a peculiar plea- 
ſure in the duties which belonged to it. He never 
ſeemed more in his element than when he appeared 
where I now ſtand; or delivered himſelf with ſo 


much apparent deſire of ſucceſs, as when he addreſipd 


the people of his peculiar charge, - Nor is it alittle 
to the honour of his private character, that his pub- 

lic ſervices which met with general acceptance, were 
moſt of all dear to thoſe who knew him beft. The 
 reaſanable prepoſſeſion which a careful obſervation 
of his daily conduct produced in his favour, gave 
a weight and influence to all his addreſſes, which no 
adventitious or artificial advantages could ſu pply. 

There was indeed an unaffeRed gravity and ſeriouſ- 

neſs in his manner, and ſuch an apparent concern to 

do good in every thing that he ſaid, as beſpoke 

the candor and efteem even of thoſe who entertain- 
ed the moſt different ſentiments in religion from 
himſelf. Not that he affected to be diſtinguiſhed by 
any name or party vrhate ver. The favourite ſubjects 
of his diſcourſe were thoſe which are of univerſal 
importance, and which every man who feels the pow- 
er of religion muſt reliſh and the manner in which 
he treated them, were well fitted to affect and im- 
prove a ſenſible hearer. He did not entertain you 
with florid harangues, or fill up your ſacred time 
with dry and uſeleſs criticiſms ; his addreſſes vere 


9 to enlighten che underſtanding, and * 


LPT, 
the heart. where the hidden ſprings of ackioh Les 
There was a fullneſs of ſentiment in his diſcourſess, 
and a variety, and ſeriouſneſs, and pertinence in his 


| Prayers, eſpecially upon particular occaſions, which 
ſhewed the rich materials he had ſtored up, and the 
pure fire of devotion that lay burning within. 


But his public ſervices wete not confined to the 
pulpit ; he carried them far and wide into the world. 
Prudence and zeal are generally a check upon one 
another; in him they were happily united. Though 
cool and deliberate in forming, no man was more 
active and perſevering in executing every ſcheme 
that had the good of others for its object. Indeed 
there was a particular aptitude in his diſpoſition for 
buſineſs of this kind. And thoſe who have been 
engaged with him, in nducting the many benevo- 
lent deſigns to which his thoughts and time, of late 
years eſpecially, have been much devoted, will ac- 
knowledge with gratitude the affiſtance which theyß 
derived from his prudence, punctuality, and zeal. 
To do juſtice to his character here, would require ua 
to enter into more particulars than the time will 
allow. I cannot however forbear mentioning two 
inſtitutions whoſe proſpetity he had much at heart 
and which thoſe who revere his memory, will for his 
ſake, as well as on account of their own intrinſie 
value, do their utmoſt to ſupport; I mean the 
a Orphan School in the City Road, which he looked 
upon as the eye of a father: And the fund for 

aſſiſting 


6 the country, - 

of which hewas for many years the ſecretary, I am ſure 

thoſe worthy and generous friends of religion and man- 

| kind, whom providence Kill. mercifully continues in 
the direction of theſe-uſeful charities, will forgive mem 
in paying this juſt debt of reſpect to his memory. 


Nor is it a little to the honour of our deceaſed 
friend, particularly as it ſhews how attentive he was 
to every branch of bis duty, that while he was en- 
gaged in ſo much public huſineſs, he did not neg-.. | 
Jeet the private concerns and improvement of his 
own family: all who had the happineſs to live. under 
his-reof,, have born witneſs to his ex con- 
duct in every ſocial relation of life. And there are 
ſome füll living, and one in particular, who will, I 
truſt hve long, to give proꝶſ ef thoſe ſingular ad- 
en nme eee. 


"find you eniitohe canſung es which by 
employed in doing good to all about him, ſuch was 
the humility of his heart, that no complaint was 
more comman in his mouth, than that he lived to 
 litle purpoſe. What lamentation ſhould thoſe men 
make of themſelves, who are as uſeleſs above ground 
as they will be when they are laid beneath it! or 
ho inſtead of doing any real good in the world, 
are doing ſubſtantial miſchief to all around them ! 
It was the fervent prayer of our departed friend, as 
it muſt be of all who know, wherein the true * 


* [ 


might end together: and in this his pious | wiſhes 
were remarkably gratified; for the Lord's Day be- 
fore, he was-confined with the diſorder, which in the 


borders of it. Not a word would then have eſcaped 


| t as 1 
Ae conſiſts, that his day of life ud uſefulneſs 


iſſue proved a compleat remedy for all his complaints, 
he was employed in diſcourſing upon the certainty 


and value of that eternal life upon which he is now 


entered, Little did we think that he ſtood ſo near the 


our attention, nor would there have been one care- 
leſs hearer amongſt us. From his outward aſpect 


indeed, particularly during part of the ſervice, we 
might have concluded that his bodily. infirmities, 


which had been for ſome time paſt growing upon 
him, were making a quicker progreſs than we were 
willing to ſuppoſe ;. but perceiving no abatement, of 
his zeal and devotion, our wiſhes impoſed upon our 


judgment; and it excited a general alarm among 


his friends to hear, that he wãs paſt every hope of 
recovetj before many of them knew that he was in 
any danger. In vain were all our wiſhes and prayers, 
The diſorder made a rapid progreſs, and defeated 
every method that was employed to remove it. On 


Thurſday he was firſt confined to his bed; and on 


Tueſday morning following (the-anniverſary of that 
very day on which eighteen years before he had been 
choſen ſole paſtor of this Chriſtian church). ir pleaſed 


the wiſe diſpoſer of all things, to remove him from 


a ſtation which he had filled with diſtinguiſned 
fidelity, uſefulneſs, and acceptance on earth, to the * 
E church 


* 
* 


We * = 
church of the Grſt-born above. And it is not our 
buſineſs co ge⁰ the rectitude of the divine pro - 
ceedings, but our duty (patiently and -meekly to 
acquieſce in them. eee eee 
W ne 


| One thing. ve Can Re * 4 
chat wiſely appoints the time, directs alſo the circum- 


ſtances of our removal) I mean that the nature of 
his diſorder, almoſt from its firſt violent ſeizure, ren- 
dered him incapable of converſing much with his moſt 
intimate friends. No doubt but his dying-bed would 
otherwiſe ' have proved an inſtructive and becoming 
cloſe of the holy life that preceded it. He ſaid enough 
indeed, after his diſorder became hopeleſs, to ſhew 
that he was perfectly reſigned to the event; but a 
kind of ſtupor ſoon locked up all his faculties 3 
and thoſe who were near his perſon could not but 

reflect, how unſuitable a ſeaſon a dying hour often 
proves for the moſt important buſineſs of life Happy 
for him, his work was finiſhed; and as a labourer 


Y that hath fullilled his day he had nothing to do 


but to retire to reſt. 
"Th | 
5 The a, and Seni concern, which the re- 
port of his death occaſioned among different parties 
of Chriſtians, is an affecting proof of the eſteem in 
vhĩch he was held while Lying, and will be ſome ex- 
nb AY if any be thought neceſſary, 


| for 
+ Matt, x. 45. 


1 * 1. 
N eee lin. But it is a debt 

due to his eminent worth, to hold it up to the imi· 
tation of others. Had che picture been drawn by an 
abler hang, it would have appeared to greater advant- 
age, by coming nearer to the life. But now the 
original is loſt to us, the faint traces of his reſem- 
| blance will be received with eſteem in the world: 
though no aſſiſtance of this kind is neceſſary to keep 
alive the impreſſions that he has left upon the hearts 
of _ who were intimately. acquainted with him. 


The loſs we ane e and a general one. 
Oiur diſſenting brethren in the country have loſt an 
able and zealous advocate; his family a wiſe and an 
indulgent guardian z the church of Chriſt, and this 
part. of ir in particular, a faithful preacher of the 
goſpel ; and every good man an affectionate friend. 
Forgive the feelings of my heart, .if in recounting 
the loſs ſuſtained by others, I do not forget my | 
own. The remembrance of that unbroken harmony 
and friendſhip, which for ſo many years has ſubſiſted 
between us, and which no event but one could have 
interrupted, excites emotions, which are- better felr 


than expreſſed. 


May the God of c@ſolation alleviate the affliction 
to every ſufferer. As the beſt method we can take 
do lighten, let us be concerned to improve it, Ler 

| ys all, and particularly thoſe who are moſt nearly 
concerned, 
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E for his memory; by A 1 
| careful imitation of thoſe divine graces, which do be 
1 | honour: of | 1 
changer, 4 

but ardebr'idefires after that bleſſed ſtate where | 


F s ſaſely arrived before us. Thus 
© loſs be converted into our everlaſting gain, and the | 
——— Auer whi ich Ss ers 1 


7 


- 


2 : | A v. = . , 4 » 
n ; 4 I » \ * o * 4 » tn 4 * — 
2 _— E ol o © © 4 73 IS & > ar is 1 8 98 3 3 * F v l 
. - . - 
* 
2 i P 
4 — * 7 
— 0 1 * 
* 
* . - = - Py * * * * OE. * 0 
* < 1 as F * * = 8 — «4 * fv 281 15 I tid &£ » 1 FIG | 1 2 > * : L 
| 4 1 1 4 T 4 * - < of 4 * £44 x b we wy &+ % & — 
4 3 V4 , my * 
* . £ 4 / ' 4 1 a 4 
( 5 . > 4 8 »& "I Os. : F * 7 ah * * - » 4 H 3s 8 ” 5 + 
7. Ss. 6 „ N » TXT 5 * „ 0 * % 4 * 2 1 * * Y 40 4 4 4 F 
SD I. b ” 
* vi 
| 194 
* 4 Py 4 * C * * , 7 Fo 
— 2 * I — I 7 1 
i i 7 v * 0 1 N Et. pj # t + * * wo N » 
! ts x # % 4 — 1 * - * 2 oy * | 
i . LSE * * tx ET LES $354 , 1 f FA 353 4 148 
? * * * 
o ICY * ; 4 
= 4 ” * 4 * * 8 


% 
| 1 0 2 * 
. 8 T \ " &* 
N . * * » * 
; A 1 N 2158 - : £46. 129 8 "i * Nur : p s 
a & K Erde ＋ t - F as. f ” 1 4 
*- 4 * 11 4 * oP Ac 1 * * * : ” . * 4 * a a 4 * 
f » * ; 1 x 27 0 
| „ * £ ju ® it. * o * 
1 1 — , 
A 5477 - 7h £12: 2 35% TEM; . ' ' — 0 
3 * 
* . 43 % # * * - * : CE * oo * 4 { ** " 1 4 F , 1 N 
A bk 8 
—— ———— * hn. ? 
— 5 * 
8 n r a 
| S w . . 5 * * 6 4 * - \ £ * F 
: * 7 * * 
* - : * * 
N. 
5 "Fre * 
1 1 1 " TY - . vr = w , * M 
— * = & x I 7 * : + þ 9 * — + Su m4 
Y * wu 23 ” 41 Oy ” 4 1 3 
48 4 
» 85 5 * — g 
2 ? - * * « p *& #7 F . 2 1 %. 5 2 1 * , a n > 
d 5 po. % # 7 * - 
* 2 3 „ 8 - 7 -$ . 7 
| 1 K. 2 * k . " % © 4% , 
* - 
N Ys ” * 
* % * v = 6 = 
E * - oy — * | s 8 — ers 4 
8 * Fa Ss, 5 . 4 7 * 4 "hs « . 
bc . 8 3 | 2 
y : * Fa 4+ > "i . - E « * . 4 22 7 4 wo : 4 
„ 4 
* 
* r o . 
- | 1 
EF 4 l * p . 5 IL-4 * * — 0 8 . 
* 1 . : . : 4 8 8 : , * - 4 * . * 
, — * 3 „ „ © v4 + + Cas * * 4 — 1 - * 2 4 N . A * . 
1 E * 
; 7 * - 
* 1 4 
* . 7 * . 4 . *, 
: 4 . 
= * * . Fx» : 4 
- 5 — th v N # 
— A 4&4 
* 
* 9. 
* 8 * 4 * 9 — - 
. F * % v; * * 4 
- * * 
= * * 
260 — * W 1 *. o Vs # bl % oc * — * i 
: 4 , N * * 1 * * * „ „ 9 * « * 7 . 62 * % * 4% S 
«4 "+ o ** "7 x 4 * 
i os C4 $: Fg) ba) 93 „„ * 4 y the 2 q + e 8 4 3 a x * © > ; 
- SL 0 8 * 
ME A 
— 2 -” 
i — I + t 
PA © * * —— 4 - 4 4 4 1 8 " 1 
4 nn . 9 0 th 1 4 3 J 
. * — 5 * 3 1 7 * ©. 81 b 4 1 k 
La Hf + . \ 5 3 : 
CY 
EF % 
| 4 * . 1 f : F , 4 
l KS 53 ; „ ; . FE 4 * 
+ 9 4. 8 T net . 1 6 1 } 
| = - — * us * 
— * 
4 Li 7 3+ Pn - 5 - 
* 2 * 5 7 4 5 0 * © o * 
4 4 A %s 4 i % 3 9 * 
2 8 ENTS | ” * v - * 
1 - *. 4-4 « 5 1 * = a | 1 * * 
( —— - s a» * 
22 = * * % * 
4 * s - 
0 AA y 
4 2 k * 
15 5 1 * $ * # * |S 
*7 « * "I. * 3 
= 4 7 . * * ä = * 4 1 7 - 
[ - % * 
ob ; 2 Fe 
ff 8 * — * 
waa $J 
\ — 
- a o * * * - 
- . 7 3 * 1 
* 
4 of . 
5 - 
* 
a » 5 
og * 


